Canada is undergoing an obesity epidemic and this complex problem creates challenges for reducing the public health burden. One emerging risk factor for the development of obesity in offspring is maternal smoking during pregnancy. 1 A recent meta-analysis found an increased relative risk of obesity in the offspring of 1.47 (95% CI: 1.26-1.73) where the mother had smoked during pregnancy. 1 However, to our knowledge, the population attributable risk (PAR) of smoking on obesity in the exposed child has not been calculated. Thus, to provide an estimate of the overall health impact of efforts to reduce smoking during pregnancy, we calculated the PAR for the United States, England and Canada.
